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DANCERS PERFORM MAGIC
By Leslie Vining 
University Relations 
University of Montana
MISSOULA--
A unicorn head atop his own, Steven gallops across the polished stage. His 
movement is lively and fleeting, but his voice is silent--he can't speak. Joe 
waves oneend of a cloth that symbolizes a stream, then moves to his role as 
"Father Forest." His coordination is slow but his mind is active. Beth watches 
the hectic activity of her companions and admires her director's patience.
"People don't shout at you," she says before dashing to prepare for "East O' the 
Sun and West O' the Moon," a story performed by Magic Movers, Plus!
Magic Movers, Plus! is a project of Magic Movers dance company under the 
direction of Nancy Brooks-Schmitz of the University of Montana dance faculty.
The project is supported through a grant from the Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts in Washington, D.C., and through money from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. The grant is for work with handicapped people. The project focuses 
on developing creativity and communication skills through creative movement, dramatics 
and storytelling.
Steven, Joe and Beth are only three members of a team of spirited performers, 
ages 10-17, who are special students from Missoula County--some are mildly handi­
capped and others excel scholastically. The students are assisted by Wilson 
Burnham, Albi Fiegler, Elaine Johnson and Joy Bolton, all UM student interns in 
dance from Missoula.
-over-
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According to Schmitz, the handicapped students were selected on the basis 
of each student's physical, creative and memory abilities. The gifted students 
were recommended by teachers in their "excel" classes. Schmitz, hoping to 
instill patience and understanding through group interaction, paired the two 
groups without identifying the students as gifted or handicapped.
The students who were selected participated in theater workshops so staff 
members could see if any natural bonds between the children would develop,
Schmitz said. The group was later divided on the basis of which students worked 
best together.
All the students listened to fairy tales that had magical spells, princes 
and happy endings. The students then wrote their own fairy tale. Using the 
students' stories, Schmitz compiled the script.
"Each group was given the script and encouraged to make changes in it,"
Schmitz said. "The results were two uniquely different interpretations of the 
story."
The story begins in a land plagued by the evil spell 0f a sorcerer. A young 
girl, Rosalind, must find clean water to save her parched family from death. A 
great white bear gives her a pail of clean water, but in exchange she must go with 
him to a palace atop a steep mountain of ice. Rosalind is told to remain in one 
room inside the palace, but her curiosity leads her to explore the castle. She 
finds in one room a handsome prince.
The prince is under a spell, which turns him into the great white bear during 
the day. Rosalind would have broken the spell and would have become his wife if 
she had remained in her palace room. But, because she didn't, the prince must go 
to a troll castle to marry an ugly troll. Rosalind vows to break the spell. Her 
journey to the troll castle that is "East O' the Sun and West O' the Moon" is 
aided by a unicorn, swirling winds, the fire lizard, the sea creature and father 
forest. She reaches the castle, frees the prince, burns the castle and marries the
prince. -more-
dance--add two
The story ends with a moral: "The way to the kingdom is hard but if you
reach it and always keep your promises, you will be welcome!"
The large cast of characters gave each student the opportunity to play 
different roles. Many students also narrated the activity on the stage. "The 
diversity gave the students the opportunity to bloom and develop confidence,"
Schmitz said.
The entire project was documented by Schmitz. Her notes, along with journals 
kept by the students, photographs, video tapes, and student, audience and parent 
evaluations, will provide information that will be used to compile a teaching 
manual. The manual will recommend steps for organiazing similar projects that pair 
the gifted and the handicapped.
In one audience evaluation, the viewer commented, "I don't get to spend 
much or any time with the handicapped, so I forget they're people. I'd like to see 
my child grow up a bit more aware than I've been."
A special feature of the performances was audience participation. The 
excitement on stage encouraged children and adults from the audience to become 
swirling winds, frozen statues and ugly trolls.
Magic Movers Plus! performed on the UM campus May 1-2. May 6-10 the group 
traveled to Washington and British Columbia, Canada, to perform in special festivals 
for the handicapped. The group has presented their story in grade schools in 
Missoula. The project was completed on May 14.
Viewers said the performance was a heartwarming experience that made them 
more appreciative of the abilities of the handicapped. The performers were 
Angela McKee, Hennry Gray III, Casy Kriley, Brad Moore, Joann La Rocque, Beth Childs, 
Steven Cather, Kristine Tromp, Glen Roske, Linda Browne, Charmin Tower, Nathan 
Johnson, Andy Cohen and Joe MacDonald.
-over-
Schmitz praised the artistic work of Janet Salmonson, a gifted artist 
is also handicapped. Salmonson designed the elaborate masks used in the pr 
Other assistance was provided by members of Magic Movers. The performances 
interpreted in sign language by Denise Stevens.
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